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PRESS RELEASE: 'JOTACOTE UNIVERSAL'
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TRULY UNIVERSAL NEWBUILDING PRIMER

'Jotacote Universal' – new from Jotun

Designed specifically to provide the many properties currently demanded of primers by the shipbuilding industry, a universal newbuilding primer. 'Jotacote Universal' is now available from Jotun.

A genuinely universal primer must:

a. be suitable for use virtually anywhere throughout the ship, whatever time of year

b. adhere to a wide variety of substrates

c. combine short drying times with long recoating intervals 

d. accept any topcoat

'Jotacote Universal' meets all these requirements, and at the same time provides exceptional protection against corrosion and abrasion. Designed to meet the highest standards of corrosion protection, 'Jotacote Universal' has achieved the highest rating class B1 when tested by DNV's ballast tank certification system. The Jotun product has also been approved for use above and below the waterline to NORSOK systems 1 and 7, revision 4.

This combination of qualities that allows the simplification and quick application of coating systems at the newbuilding stage, combined with the best protection properties, will ensure optimum long-term vessel protection at maximum shipyard efficiency.

Universal

'Jotacote Universal' is a two-pack, high solids, abrasion resistant, pure epoxy coating giving optimum corrosion protection at newbuilding, where it is also ideal for use in combination with cathodic protection.

The basic idea behind the use of a universal primer, is to allow increase in the newbuilding efficiency by using the same primer all round the vessel, and at the same time secure the best corrosion protection properties available ensuring the lifetime of the vessel. There are many potential pitfalls to avoid if a primer is to be categorized as truly universal at the newbuilding stage. 'Jotacote Universal' is designed with this in mind.

'Jotacote Universal' can be applied throughout a ship, the only exceptions being potable water tanks and certain chemical tanks that require specialized coating. 'Jotacote Universals' protective qualities will be put to good use on underwater hull and topsides, superstructures and decks, water ballast tanks and holds. The new Jotun product can be applied throughout the year – even at temperatures down to -5°C.

Its suitability for any substrate – including gritblasted or galvanized steel – will eliminate the need for substrate-specific primers and help simplify coating systems. Similarly, there are no limitations on the type of topcoat that can be applied over the new Jotun product.

The fast drying time of 'Jotacote Universal' means short recoating intervals and early handling which, remarkably, are partnered by an overcoating time that has no limit provided the surface is dry, clean and free from chalking. The fast dry times easily meet the demands of conveyor-belt shipbuilding.

As manufacturers of decorative paints, Jotun was able to apply its know-how of colour in its development of 'Jotacote Universal', which is unique in its colour properties. In addition to standard primer colours, Jotun is introducing three other base colours for 'Jotacote Universal' – buff, light red and turquoise – a choice between which will allow any required topcoat colour to look its best with minimum number of coats.

Benefits to shipowners and shipyards
With 'Jotacote Universal' now being available, this is a primer that would be beneficial to all parties, being shipowners that plan for newbuildings or newbuilding shipyards.

For shipyards, the universal nature of 'Jotacote Universal' clearly ensures benefits through reduced complexity and increased productivity. In addition the simplified production process leads to overall better control of quality standards during paint application. The use of one universal primer for all structures of the vessel, in comparison with multiple primers depending on structure, also reduces the risk of application errors during the shipbuilding.

For shipowners, the key is to reach optimum protection of the vessel. The properties of 'Jotacote Universal' on corrosion and abrasion resistance are best in class. On top of that its universal properties provide for further optimizing of the vessel protection at the construction stage. Its compliancy to any kind of substrate, topcoat and future maintenance coating, ensures the risk of errors and failures are minimized. Combined with the easy application properties, any owner can rest assured that when using 'Jotacote Universal' as the primer at construction stage, the optimum protection of its property is secured right from the start.

Further information on Jotacote Universal,  is available from Product Manager Henning Langas, Jotun Coatings, p.o.box 2021, 3248 Sandejford Norway,

telephone +47 33 45 70 00, fax +47 33 46 46 13, e-mail: henning.langas@jotun.no
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